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A 

SCHEME 

Humbly  offer'd,  for  making 

R--1-  -g~n  and  the  C  -  -  rgy 

Ufeful,  &c. 

\ 

SEVERAL  modem  Writers  have 
endeavoured  to  wound  Religion, 
through  the  Sides  of  the  Clergy;  but 
have  hitherto  met  with  the  Con¬ 
tempt  they  deferved,  although,  I  muft 
confefs,  Religion  is  thereby  forely  hurt  ; 
for,  indeed  how  was  it  poffible  the  good 
Men  could  fpare  any  of  their  Thoughts 
about  Religion,  at  a  Time  when  all  their 
Wit  was  fcarce  fufficient  to  defend  them-* 
felves  againft  the  daily  Perfecutions  oi  the 
Profane? 

For  my  own  Part,  I  always  looked  up¬ 
on  Religion  as  a  very  good  Thing;  and 
am  now  about  to  consider  it,  not  as  a  Po¬ 
litician,  but  as  a  Chriftian  ;  in  Hopes  I 
may  fet  it  in  a  proper  Light,  by  making 
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it  ufeful  to  Mankind,  (as  it  was  at  firffc 
defign’d,)  by  ftripping  it  of  the  Superfti- 
tion,  with  which  it  is  at  prefent  mifera- 
biy  incumbered. 

1  can,  indeed,  by  no  means  allow,  that 
*  the  prefent  Practice  of  it  is  of  any  Ufe, 
(except  to  the  Phyficians  and  Apothecaries,) 
as  confined  to  a  Set  of  Prayers,  and  a  Ser¬ 
mon  in  a  damp  Houfe,  clofe  fihut  all  the 
Week,  and  confequently  full  of  noifome 
and  unwholefome  Vapours,  exhaled  or 
tranfpired  through  the  Earth,  from  the 
numberlefs  dead  and  putrifying  Carcafes 
lodg’d  within,  and  clofe  about  the  Wails 
of  the  feveral  Churches  in  this  Kingdom  ; 
which  Pra&ice,  as  it  was  introduced  by 
jPopifb  Superftition,  might  have  been  ve¬ 
ry  wholefomely  aboiifhed  by  that  religious 
Prince  Henry  VIII.  of  pious  Memory,  at 
the  fame  Time  that  he  fuppreffed  the  Ab¬ 
beys  and  Monafteries  in  thefe  his  Domi¬ 
nions.  It  is  to  be  prefumed  (in  Excufe 
for  that  Negleft)  that  his  Devotions  were 
moixly  performed  within  his  own  Chapel ; 
and  as  he  was  a  zealous  warm  Man, 
and  fometimes  impatient  of  Advice,  that 
the  Prelates  of  thofe  Days  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  mention  the  above  Particu¬ 
lars;  which,  however,  cries  grievoufiy 
for  Reformation. 

The  wife  Heathens  in  Greece  and  Italy , 
and  many  other  Parts  of  the  World,  after 
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earning  the  Dead  was  difufed,  had  burying 
Places  a  good  Diftance  from  large  Cities; 
no  doubt  to  keep  the  Air,  which  in  great 
Cities  is  too  confin'd  and  thick,  from  be¬ 
ing  vitiated  or  contaminated  by  the  r  litre - 
faction  of  dead  Bodies,  than  which  no¬ 
thing  can  be  more  pernicious  or  detrimen¬ 
tal  to  the  Health  of  Mankind. 

I  was  myfeif,  in  my  younger  Days,  a 
great  Frequenter  of  Churches  on  Sundays  3 
which  threw  me  into  many  Diforders. 
Once  I  got  a  mod:  violent  Flux,  and  was 
forced  to  go  out  of  Church,  which  frigh¬ 
tened  my  Friends  very  much  ;  for  it  is 
faid,  that  Sicknels  got  on  a  Sunday  is  com¬ 
monly  mortal  ;  however,  by  a  Dram  or 
two,  and  a  good  Fire,  1  (oon  recovered- 
Another  Time,  at  Chrift  Church  in  the 
Commiflioners  Seat,  1  was  feiz/d  fo  ill 
with  the  Piles,  that  I  thought  of  nothing 
lefs  than  a  Fever  :  However,  that  1  might 
not  charge  myfeif  with  any  Neglect  of 
my  Health,  I  repaired  inftantly  to  one 

Mr.  - - ,  a  noted  Surgeon  in  -  -  -  -  -  who 

applied  a  cooling  Flakier,  which  gave  me  - 
prefent  Eafe ;  by  repeating  which  three 
Days,  and  the  Application  of  a  Leech ,  1 
recovered  ;  however,  as  at  that  Time  I 
did  not  fulpeft  that  my  Diftemper  was 
contracted  in  Church,  I  went  to  Prayers 
as  ufual,  and  had  many  Returns  of  the 
Diforder ;  and  as  the  Plaifter  made  me 

walk 
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walk  as  if  I  was  be  —  ;  on  the  contrary, 
to  this  Day,  whenever  I  think  of  the 
Leech ,  I  fancy  I  feel  him  crawling  round 
my  Backfide.  I  had  Recourfe  to  a  Friend, 
who  allured  me,  he  had  laboured  under 
the  fame  Diforder;  and  at  the  fame  Time 
advifed  me  to  avoid  going  to  Church  as 
much  as  poffible,  and  never  to  make  Ufe 
of  a  publick  Bog-Houfe  ;  for  that  the  un- 
wholefome  Vapours  fettled  on  the  Seats 
at  Churches,  and  which  arife  from  the 
fetid  Odure  in  Bog-Houfes ,  penetrated  the 
AmtSj  at  that  Time  expanded  by  perform¬ 
ing  its  Office ;  that  a  Corrofion  being 
made  on  the  Anusy  by  certain  pointed 
nitrous  Particles  in  vitiated  Air,  forcibly 
impelled  upon  that  tender  Part,  made  it 
fufceptible  of  the  lubricating  Moifture, 
which  in  the  Explofion  attends  the  Excre¬ 
ment,  and  being  of  a  faline  or  acrimo¬ 
nious  Quality,  (in  Tafte  like  Tobacco- 
juice,  as  I  have  been  told  by  curious  En¬ 
quirers  into  Nature,)  very  often  occafion'd 
thofe  Tumors,  which  the  Learned  call 
the  Biles . 

I  took  my  Friend's  Advice,  and  have, 

I  thank  God,  enjoyed  my  Health  very 
well  of  late;  indeed,  if  Sunday  is  a  fine 
day,  I  take  my  Wife  and  Children  fome- 
times  to  a  Country  Church,  when  I  can 
hear  of  one  with  broken  Windows,  or  a 
Roof  out  of  Repair ;  though  we  moft 

commonly 
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commonly  fpend  Sunday  at  Home,  where 
I  make  one  of  my  Boys  read  Mjofs  Fa¬ 
bles,  Raynard  the  Fox,  or  fome  other 
Book  of  Morality. 

I  mull  not  forget  to  tell  you,  that  I  once 
thought  to  cure  the  Piles  by  wiping  my 
Bottom  with  Toetry,  another  Time  with 
the  W ritings  of  a  certain  great 1 Phyjlcian  ; 
but  I  found  the  Doftor  who  advifed  me 
to  it  was  a  Quack  ;  and  that  any  Piece  of 
clean  Paper  will  do,  provided  you  begin 
juft  at  the  Os  Sacrum ,  and  wipe  down¬ 
wards,  which  gently  clofes  the  Orifice, 
and  keeps  out  the  Cold. 

As  I  have  profited  myfelf  by  the  above 
Rules,  I  think,  I  am,  by  the  Laws  of  Hu¬ 
manity,  obliged  to  publifh  my  Obferva- 
tions  for  the  Good  of  my  Fellow- Subje&s, 
and  muft  at  the  lame  Time  affirm,  That, 
notwithftanding  the  general  Opinion  to 
the  contrary,  I  do  ferioufly  think  Reli¬ 
gion  and  the  Clergy  may  ftill  be  of  Ufe, 

and  modeftly  hope  they  will  concur  with 
me  in  this  my  Scheme. 

I  would  humbly  propofe.  That  whereas 
the  feveral  Churches  and  Church- Yards  in 
the  City  of  ^Dublin ,  have  been  found,  by 
many  Years  Experience,  to  abound  and  be 
filled  with  unwholefome  Damps,  cold  and 
moift  Dews,  noifbme,  fetid,  and  peftilen- 
tial  Vapours  and  Exhalations. 
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Can  l  ing  the  Piles ,  cDifentery ,  Verti¬ 
goes,  Spleen,  Pkrenjy ,  Htjtenck  Vapours , 
and  many  other  Diftempers,  to  the  Preju¬ 
dice  of  the  good  People  of  Ireland,  and 
manifeft  Damage  and  Lofs  to  his  Majcfty, 
by  depopulating  this  his  loyal  Kingdom 
for  preventing  of  like  Evils  for  the  iuture. 
That  from  and  after  the  Day  of 

the  faid  Churches  and 
Church-Yards  be  locked  up,  and  walled 
about  in  fuch  Manner,  that  it  fhall  be 
impoflible  for  Man,  Woman,  or  Child, 
to  get  within  Side  the  Walls  of  the  laid 
Churches  or  Church- Yards. 

Neverthelefs,  as  Religion  is  a  Part  of 
the  Conftitution,  which  we  can't  do  with¬ 
out,  I  would  have  certainEminencies, with¬ 
in  three  Miles  of  this  City,  mark’d  out 
for  Groves  ;  in  the  Midft  of  which  there 
may  be  a  Temple  built  in  the  Form  of 
a  or  any  other  Shape  the  People 

fhall  judge  proper,  fupported  by  Pillars, 
and  open  on  all  Sides,  to  keep  the  Air 
clear  and  healthful.  To  thefe  Groves  and 
Temples  the  People  may  repair  on  Sun¬ 
days  or  Holidays,  which  will  contribute 
much  to  their  Health,  and  the  Clergy  may 
officiate,  I  think,  in  the  prefent  Manner; 
for  I  canY  join  in  Opinion  with  the  Citi¬ 
zens  of  London ,  for  pulling  down  Chriftia- 
nity  to  eftablifh  WiUtamitijm ;  not  but 
that  it  might  ferve  ;  but  I  am  againft  In¬ 
novations 
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novations,  and  I  really  think,  as  Chrift 
tianity  was  left  by  the  benevolent  and 
righteous  Founder,  it  would  ftill  anfvver 
the  End  of  Religion  in  a  wifer  Nation 
than  Ireland . 

However,  if  a  Change  is  determin'd, 
it  is  but  a  Step  from  Chriftianity  to  Wit - 
Hamit  ifm\  and  as  the  Ceremonies  obferv’d 
and  performed  in  Commemoration  of  that 
Hero,  and  the  other  divine  Lawgiver, 
are  much  the  fame,  it  is  not  doubted,  but 
all  good  Chriftians,  at  leaft  Proteftants\ 
will  readily  agree  in  the  Transition,  and 
the  fame  Clergy  might  ftill  ferve  in  the 
new  Religion j  the  Rights  being  fo  very 
like. 

To  prevent  Schifms,  which  are  always 
of  dangerous  Confequence,  if  any  Perfon 
will  be  fo  filly,  as  ftill  to  adhere  to  Chrif¬ 
tianity,  or  worship  in  a  particular  Man* 
ner  any  other  Hero I  am  for  a  To! le ra¬ 
tion.  As  to  the  late  King  James,  he 
ruined  all  his  Friends ;  and  on  the  Whole, 
was  Jo  defpicable  a  Mortal >  that  I  dare 
venture  to  affirm,  he'll  have  no  W )rjhij>~ 
per  s',  but  if  the  Irijh  Natives  may  have 
any  Qualms  of  Confcience,  with  refpeft 
to  King  Willi  am,  and  rather  cliufe  to 
worfhip  the  Statues  of  Brien  Boiramhe? 
(who  h  laid  to  have  been  a  very  good 
and  wife  King,)  or  any  other  Hero?  an- 
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tient  or  modern,  let  them  be  indulg’d 
by  all  Means,  (for  common  Obfervation 
informs  us,  that  tender  Confidences  by 
Indulgence  are  found  to  grow  harder.) 
A  lib,  the  Quakers  may  have  their  George 
Fox ,  or  IV ilh am  QPen ,  provided  always 
that  filch  Statues  be  fet  up,  and  Worfhip 
perform’d  in  the  Country ;  and  that  no 
Man  be  admitted  to  ferve  the  King  in  a 
Poft  of  Honour  or  Profit ,  till  he  has  paft 
the  Tell:  of  drinking  the  glorious  Memo - 
*7  0/"  King  William  in  a  Bumper ,  and 
be  able  to  produce  four  of  his  Neighbours 
to  fwear,  That ,  to  the  befi  of  their  Belief 
he  had  done  fo  for  fx  Months  laf  paft ; 
the  fame  Ceremony ,  after  getting  a  Place, 
to  be  perform’d  before  the  Equefirian 
Statue  on  College-Green  ■,  or  before  a  Sta¬ 
tue  of  that  Hero ,  or  in  a  Temple  dedi¬ 
cated  to  his  Worfhip  in  fome  other  pub- 
lick  Place,  for  which  1  {hall  give  my 
Reafons ,  when  call'd  upon >  or  requir'd  fo 
to  do . 

But  to  return  to  my  Scheme . 

There  being  a  great  Scarcity  of  Tim¬ 
ber,  for  many  Ufes  in  this  Kingdom,  not- 
withftanding  the  feveral  good  Laws  to 
enforce  the  planting  Timber-Trees,  I 
would  propofe,  That  the  inferior  C — -y, 
Cu — — Farijlo  C — - ks ,  and  Sextons ,  might 
be  oblig’d  to  fpend  the  Week-Days  in 

dig- 
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digging,  planting,  and  fencing  in  the 
Ground  near  the  Temples  or  Churches, 
(in  whichWork  they  may  follow  Mr.  Law¬ 
rence's  Directions,  till  better  can  be  had,) 
the  Bifoops  may  fupervile  them,  and  the 
Archbishops  make  triennial  Vifitations,  to 
fee  that  they  are  always  regularly  conduct¬ 
ed  ;  for  which  Services  they  flbould  all  con¬ 
tinue  on  their  prefent  Eftablifhment. 

Was  this  Scheme  carried  into  Execution, 
what  a  noble  Simplicity  of  Manners,  and 
generous  Difdain  of  an  unmanly  Complai- 
lance  to  ill  Men  in  Power,  would  foon 
Ikine  out  in  that  learned  Body,  and  by 
Confequence  defcend  to  their  Inferiors;  fo 
that  within  the  Compafs  of  a  few  Years, 
the  moft  malicious  Tongue  would  not  be 
able  to  tax  them  with  'Ambition ,  Bride  j 
Luxury ,  Supercilioufnefs ,  Covet ou/nefs^ 
or  any  other  mean  Arts  to  ingratiate  them- 
felves  with  great  Men,  their  Miffes,  or 
Valets  j  which  evil  Reports  are  too  com¬ 
monly  propagated  by  the%wicked  Part  of 
the  Laity  at  prefent ;  though  I  confels 
they  are  all  groundless,  for  ought  I  can 
fee,  and  as  I  have  heard  credible  Perfons 
of  that  learned  Body  fay. 

Till  this  defir’d  Reformation  is  accom- 
plifh'd,  I  am  humbly  of  Opinion,  that 
the  Clergy  may  be  permitted,  during  their 
attending  the  Levees  of  the  Great,  to  wear 
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filch  Lay  Habits  as  they  pleafe ;  which 
might,  perhaps,  give  them  an  Opportuni¬ 
ty  of  making  their  Court  with  better  Suc- 
eefs,  and  in  feme  Meafure  of  efcaping  the 
Eyes  of  the  malicious  and  cenforious,  in 
cafe  it  fliould  be  neceffary  to  compliment 
a  great  Man  with  their  Company  over  a 
Bottle  at  an  unfeafonable  Hour ;  and  not - 
withjianding  the  ingenious  Mr.  DrydenV 
Motto  in  his  Spanish  Friar ,  I  am  oi  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  a  red  Coat  and  Cockade  coun¬ 
tenances  Vice  better  than  a  black  Coat 
and  Band \  at  leaft,  this  Scheme  would 
transfer  the  Scandal  to  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  Blade ,  and  leffen  the  Load  which 
the  Wicked  endeavour  now  to  throw  an¬ 
other  Way. 

I  think  I  have  now  fufficiendy  made 
out  my  Propofal ;  and  as  the  Clergy 
would  by  this  Scheme  be  truly  ufeful, 
no  Layman  would  murmur  at  paying 
the  Tithes,  or  other  Ecclefiaftical  Dues, 
{which  under  the  prefent  Management /) 
are  looked  on  as  a  grievous  Burthen , 
and  as  fo  much  moji  unprofitably  thrown 
away . 

Provided  always,  That  the  Timber- 
Trees  fo  planted  fhall  be  for  the  Ufe  of 
die  Parifh,  or  Union,  where  planted,  and 
by  no  Means  be  called  or  deemed  facred, 
or  to  be  put  only  to  religious  Ufes  ;  for 
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it  is  hoped,  under  the  new  Regulation, 
there  will  be  fufficient  Laws  prepared,  to 
guard  againft  Supeiftition  of  all  Kinds 
otherwife,  one  hundred  Years  hence,  or 
perhaps  looner,  if  the  Timber  fo  planted 
fhould  be  fit  to  cut,  the  Clergy  may  tell 
our  Pofterity,  that  it  is  Sacriiedge  to  put 
the  faid  Timber  to  any  fave  religious  Ufes ; 
that  they  themfelves  are  the  only  Judges 
in  fpiritual  Matters  ;  fo  that  it  may  be  a 
Crime  to  believe  their  Senfes,  or  to  make 
Ufe  of  their Reafon  :  This, I  fay,  may  hap¬ 
pen  in  a  large  Courfe  of  Time,  fhould  the 
Clergy  degenerate,  or  Triejicraft  prevail , 
which  poflibly  may  happen,  although  we 
have  no  Reafon  to  complain  of  it  at  pre- 
fent. 

I  fhall  add  one  Word  or  two  more, 
which  is,  That  I  could  wifh  the  new  Wor- 
fhip  diverfify’d  with  Songs  and  Dances, 
which  I  think  would  increafe  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  Votaries,  encourage  the  younger 
People  of  both  Sexes,  and  warm  their 
Devotions,  at  prefent  very  languid  ;  but 
this  I  fubmit  to  better  Jugdment ,  al¬ 
though  if  there  was  Occafion,  I  could 
quote  a  royal  Precedent  for  this  Propofal. 

In  like  Manner  other  Pieces  of  Ground, 
two  or  three  Miles  diftant  from  Town, 
might  be  enclofed  for  Burying-Places,  and 
planted  about  with  Cyfrefs^  Tew ,  Firry 
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Rofemary,  and  other  ftrong-fcented  Trees, 
Shrubs,  and  Herbs,  unlefs  the  more  de¬ 
cent  Cuftom  of  burning  the  Dead  fhall 
be  reftored,  which  perhaps  won’t  be  po¬ 
litick,  till  Wood  becomes  plentier  in  this 
Kingdom. 


THE  Lace  Weavers,  &c.  give 
Notice,  That  befides  the  fe- 
veral  Perfons  mention’d  in  the  Prayer 
of  their  Petition,  there  will  be  Li. 
cences  granted  to  three  hundred  pro- 
feft  Beaux,  without  Regard  to  their 
Religion,  on  this  Qualification,  viz. 
That  each  Beau  fhall  be  able  to  read 
Englijh  diftinflly,  and  write  his  own 
Name.  ’Tis  hoped  a  farther  Time 
will  be  obtain’d  for  fuch  Beaux  to 
qualify,  till  the  Firft  of  November 
next. 

And  inafmuch  as  feveral  young 
Converts  have  been  too  apt  to  fhew 


their 


their  Swords  of  late,  as  moft  Chil- 
dred  do  new  Bawbles,  it  is  ordered, 
That  a  Padlock  be  put  on  each  of 
their  Swords  for  five  Months,  next 
after  the  Commencement  of  fuch 
Licence  ;  we  think  neceflary,  there¬ 
fore,  to  advertife.  That  there  will  be 
a  Parcel  of  very  handfome  large 
Sword-Knots  prepared  with  all  con¬ 
venient  Speed,  to  be  wore  with,  and 
cover  the  faid  Padlocks. 


/  FINIS. 


Lately  *P ublijhed , 

The  Third  Edition .  (Price  6  d-) 

T.  Parfon  Bowman’s  Vifitation  \Iermon, 
preached  at  Wakefield  in  Torkjhire ,  Verlify’d, 

By  CHRISTOPHEPv  CRAMBO  E/jj 

In  which  is  proved  that  all  Tradition, 

Is  the  Dejlruffion  of  Religion . 

’Tis  likewifie  prov’d  by  Dint  of  Reafion ? 
Epificopacy  is  High-Treafon . 
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Lately  Bubltfhed. 

The  Second  Edition,  {^rice  6  d.) 

II.  Parfon  Betty’s  Sermon  on  Church- Au¬ 
thority,  Preached  before  the  Univerfitv  of 
Oxford,  Verlify’d. 

-By  JACOB  GINGLE% 

But  fill  the  more  you  firive  t' appear, 

You  prove  to  be  the  wretcheder  ; 

For  Fools  are  known  by  looking  wife , 

As  Men  find  Woodcocks ,  by  their  Eyes  : 
Hence  ’tis  that  ’caufe  you’ve  gain’d  o’  th’ jCoE 
lege^ 

A  quarter  Share ,  at  mof,  of  Knowledge? 

And  brought  in  none ,  but  {pent  Repute r 
Y’aJJume  a  Bower  as  abfolute 
To  judge ,  and  cenfure ,  and  controal ? 

As  if  you  were  the  foie  Sir  Poll  ; 

And  faucily  pretend  to  know , 

More  than  your  Dividend  comes  to  ? 

You’ll  find  the  Thing  will  not  be  done 
By  Ignorance  and  Face  alone . 

Hudibras. 

Many  of  my  Daughters  have  done  gloriottjly  \ 
but  Betty  ex  cell  el  h  them  All  ! 

Mother  Oxford. 

III.  !  The  Batchelor’s  Eftimate  of  the 
Exp&nces  of  a  Married  Life.  Price  6  d. 

IV.  The  Batchelor’s  Recantation. 
Price  6  d. 

V.  The  Bla^k  Joke  :  Or,  The  Tunbridge 
Mifcellany .  In  Two  Parts.  Containing  a  Col¬ 
lection  of  the  mofL  Curious  Pieces  of  Poetry, 
and  Songs  lately  publifhcd.  Price  of  each  6  d. 


